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When Nehemiah and the peaple finished building the wall, they began
their quest to rebuild the nation. It took much mo an sending out
excited invitations for people to return to the freshiy tructed city. It
required the leaders, priests and prophets to engage in a process of

reformation where they once again became the representation of the living

Cod on the earth.

It is interesting to follow the story and make note of the values that Ezra and MNehemiah -
worked so hard to build into the people. There was an emphasis on the hearing and
understanding of God's Word, remembering God's interactions with them in the past,

celebrating His goodness, establishing the priarity of worship. being set apart from the !H.-
influence of the world around them, being unified in their vision and having a commitment

before God to live the way He has asked.

As we see some of our big projects come to completion (Accreditation; Second Year : &
Programme expansion; Staff Qualifications) and see some just beginning (video F
conversion of all courses; Media Dept development; expanding outside the EU), we 4
are following the same patterns that we see in Nehemiah. Since the New Year we :

have returned again to building deeper foundations -- rewriting our core values to
gain a greater sense of team ownership and underpinning all of our ways with a
bedrock of scripture that we desire to see incarnated in all we do.

One of our values is building godly community. In this newsletter we
will be highlighting many of the areas where we have fléshed this
out in the last year and will be looking forward toBur annual

&

Ragweek activities where we hope 'to see new cpnno.ct'lon
formed and relationships deepened.

‘We thank you for your ongoing interest “and
support for God's work here at Nexus.
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This term at Nexus. We have started the fhammoth
task of planning’ our annual Ragweek. For ({-;se of
you who have néver heard of it before, Ragweek is a
week where students and staff take part in various
events to help raise the necessary funds to continue
running Nexus year by year. Each year, students get
to help continue the legacy, raising money that

k the g d intake to experience
the life-changing year that they have had.

Ragweek gets us all together working on something
new, possibly even events we may never have dreamt
of doing (see events below!). Without fail, it is a week
highly regarded as one of the best of the year, pri-
marily because of the time spent together and the
relationships and memories created.

We aim to undertake a selection of events varying
from creative, to sporty, to absolutely crazy. Some of
our past events have included painting a large mural,
pedaloing 200 miles, walking 100 miles, building the
world's largest drum kit, creating the world's longest
paperchain, taking vocalists on tour and three world
record breaking drumathons, last year breaking the
world record for team endurance drumming - lasting
66 hours. This year, we are aiming even higher.
Between the 10th & 14th May, we are going to be
attempting five events that are going to stretch us to

our limits: ’
¢ Run Kl"if,ﬂi\& - Teams of five are going to run

the width of Britain from Aberystwyth to Kings Lynn.
And not only that, it's a RACE! In an attempt to beat
the other teams, each individual will run almost three
marathons in total!

. ABc C'ﬁﬂ“él\sé - Groups will cycle to towns and
cities beginning with each letter of the alphabet in
alphabetical order! There are three teams, all com-
peting for the fastest time. '
. Buskim - We are sending out some talented
people to busk on the streets of the UK. The
challenge...to get as far away from Coventry as
possible using just the money you raise busking.

- Nekus MOt own Musical - Based on the music
of Motown we are going to write, produce and
perform a musical. All in one week! >
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3 'T'Ol.\rilna Drul\nﬂf‘,h_ﬂ_l_\ - This year the drummers
tions, 24 hours non-stop drumming in each. That's a
total of 120 hours of drumming in one week, with
little time to sleep in between.

You may think some of these challenges sound crazy,
you may think you could do it! Whatever the case,
there are lots of ways that you can get involved and
support Ragweek 2010. For example you could be an
emergency contact point for the Run Britain teams
when they are in your area.

To bring the week to a close, Friday May 14th, sees
the Nexus Motown Musical performed live. Tickets
will be available from www.wegottickets.com nearer
the time. But if you can’t make it for that, how about
popping in later, as the Drumathon team will be fin-
ishing their tour with the final 24 hours being played
at Nexus, starting after the Musical and finishing at
midnight on Saturday the 15th.

You can follow us on Facebook and Twitter, and we'll
be regularly updating www.nexustrust.co.uk with
more information about the events.

If you want to make a donation to Mexus towards
Ragweek vyou can do that by visiting
www.justgiving.com/nexustrust/Donate.

If you would like to get involved in any way, please
get in touch with me at kirsty.fraser@nexustrust.co.uk.

And remember, keep checking the website for
regular updates!

| had the amazing opportunity to go to Cape Town in
South Africa. A close friend from my first year at
Nexus (Rachel Vickers) has been working and serving
Rolf and Michelle Pearson at M&M Music Academy
since 2009. She came back to England for a visit, so
| was sent by Nexus to do Rachel's work in South
Africa during her absence.

“"M&M Music Academy” is a music school that Rolf
and Michelle Pearson, who Nexus has partnered with
in developing plans for Nexus South Africa, created
six years ago. The Academy provides private lessons
for individual students.

During my time | worked on reception in an adminis-
trative role. My main challenge was the language --
especially the different accents which | wasn't used
to. But it was such a great opportunity to learn
busi skills, and life skills.

It was fantastic to learn more of the vision of Nexus
SA —w here it may be, what would be the main focus
and so on. | was really inspired by that. | look forward
to seeing God’'s plan unfold more and more for
Nexus SA.

I learned so much through sharing life with Rolf and
Michelle, how they deal with life, with Sarah their
cute little daughter, with their business and so on. |
was expecting big things to happen through my time
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there but | didn't guess that serving Rolf and Micl;elle

would be the most rewarding and significant thing. It

ged me to ber day by day what it
means to be faithful in the little things. They are a
brilliant le of being ¢ i to Christ and
inspired me to follow this verse: “Love wisdom like a
sister; make insight a beloved member of your
family.” Prov. 7:4 Aline Tripet, Third Year Intern

This is the second year we have held
an ‘Intreat’ at Nexus. We took four
days out of our normal timetable
to share testimony, hear teaching,
build relationships and worship

together. It really exceeded my already hlgh expectare—

tions. | think one of the most amazing things about

Nexus is our commitment to building into what God
has spoken to us as a community; even if that means
abandoning our timetable for a time so that we can
grow together as a community.

During the Intreat, | saw students push through
barriers that had been holding them back from Christ
and build with one another in a way that we hadn't
yet experienced with this group of students. Our
guest speaker, Scott Lenke, came and spoke about
our identity in Christ and it was wonderful to see
everyone respond to that. | grew in relationships with
students that | hadn't previously known very well
because we intentionally split everyone up into differ-
ent small groups at the beginning of the week.

As staff, we were able to serve the first years in a very
practical way. On the Saturday night we threw the
students a banquet, being their waiters and wait-
resses for the night. The hall was decorated beauti-
fully and the evening was a great success. After the
banquet we had a time of encouragement which was
a wonderful time of being able to speak blessing into
one another's lives and craft a culture at Nexus of
building one up and holding each other
before the Lord as a gift and blessing. | find, as we
see each other’s hearts more clearly, we are able to
love each other better and grow in our understanding
of how to support one another more accurately. The
Intreat was a brilliant time to be able to grow in these
areas and | think we are so blessed to be part of a
i ity that will purposefully take time out to do
Jjust that,

Heather Flynn, Staff

“The Intreat was not only a time of being challenged
by God but alse a time of building into and furthering
relationships with students and staff. It was great to
see how God had His hand on the whole week,
shaping it, and moving people's hearts into position
to allow them to respond to what He wanted to speak
o peapj'e One of the things Hwedabou: the Intreat

didn't really know for the week to get to know them.
It's amazing what good, strong relationships can be
formed through this opportunity. Another favourite
part of the week was getting the opportunity to serve
my small group on the Saturday when the staff
cooked for and served the students. It was great fun
and a good opportunity to strengthen my relation-
ships with the students and just have a good laugh
with them at the same time."

Pete McVey, Staff

“Having experienced last year's amazing Intreat, | set
my expectations extremely high for this year. There
were a couple of things | really wanted to see over
this time. One being people engaging with God in
ways that they hadn't ever before, whether this be
giving themselves totally in sung worship, or delving
deeper into the Word and prayer in their own time. |
knew this time would be great for bonding with
people you may not have known that well. Nexus can
be so busy with bands, discovery groups and music
that you won't always find time to get to know
everyone as well as you may like, and so having set
times over the Intreat for this purpose was ideal.
Lasrl‘y rhe Nexus Staff showed incredible servant-
hear in g all the ab
on the last night, se.rwng us with fresh salads, creamy
spaghetti bolognese, & delicious homemade cakes.
Who could argue it wasn't a
success?!”

Roald Macaskill, 2nd Year

Every year we send a team of
around 10 first year students
to a place called Crich near
Derby. The team are sent to help in a
local church that we have had an ongoing relationship
with for many years and to do some music and RE
workshops in schools. In March the *Crich Team' were
sent out with a brief to communicate the message of
‘Love and Grace'. The team truly enjoyed their time
there and we have heard great reports of how God
was working in many different ways throughout the
week.

Here's what some of the students have said about
their time:
“It was a huge eye-opener as to how, when moved out
of my comfortable and chall 1 by
the work | was doing, | found my relationship with
God deepen and saw God work in ways that I'd never
seen before.”

Isabel Muncaster (1st Year Keys Student)

“It was a privilege to share my new understanding of
music and God with the church and school. Because
of this I found myself relying on God in completely
new ways on a daily basis.”

Nathan farvis (1st Year Vocals Student)




i Charlotte Maytum, who has been |
- the Mexus fundraiser for the past
4 years, has decided not to
return to work following her -
maternity leave, She wanted to share the
following: I am sad to be leaving Nexus, as it has
been a unigue privilege working in an environment
where spiritual growth is the highest priority. | have
valued time spent building relationships with

student concerts through the
years we felt it was time to do one ourselves!

With everyone having picked songs for individual
taste and preference the concerts contained a whole
host of different styles including rock, jazz, blues,

3

prog, RnB, and that all time favourite, pop! "7 | students and staff, and have some fantastic _
Rehearsals started back in January and with only P memories of clear answers to prayer, school worship .
three months to prepare we certainly felt the | times & R k ad I | will conti to
pressure but rose to the challenge. As we squeezed partner with Nexus over the years to come,’

practices in between teaching classes throughout the
week and held late night sessions all of us felt a
» o distinct strengthening of friendship which definitely
enhanced the final experience,
The Saturday concert provided the entertainment for
a student reunion. This was held for previous staff
and alumni. The turnout was fantastic as we had
students from almost every year group in attendance.
It was a great time of reconnecting and fellowship.

After 3 years with us Trever and
Heather Flynn are going back to
USA in in order to sort out their
work visas, hopefully with the
o view to returning to work in the UK.
If you've ever phoned up Mexus you may have

| spoken to Heather, who is one of our administrators
| know | speak for all the staff when | say that the v and has played a part in helping to develop the

. support we received from the public and alumni was student and staff community through various
phenomenal. It gave us real drive ? events and activities. If you've ever been to a Nexus

#  tokeep moving Nexus above and évent, you probably noticed Trevor (Live Sound
g beyond what is normally « Tutor) running the sound desk, videos or lights; or
expected. | doubt this will be proudly standing by watching his trained ‘soundies’

the last staff performance! run the show. We will miss them loads.
More photos will be available in : - T

the media section online.
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Following on from an amazingly successful =~
day last year, Jazz singer and pianist Liane Can‘_aI{
returned to Nexus on the 26th February to once

- -

again wow audiences. Backed up by drummer Mark . 3 p ; 2 Tt ; N "}\. ~
Fletcher and bassist Roger Carey the trio worked with g * ?“93 Week — (0-14 M’i‘ ‘

students in the aft teaching a master-class in ,i ", MNaxus MO‘(’,OWP\ Musical - 14 MgY

band c ation by a perfi oo inS s} L

the evening. As always the trio captivated the ,
audience and demonstrated what it is to be masters i :
of your instrument. We are excited to be pursuinga .4 = Graduation — 8 ~ 10 Tuly

closer relationship with Liane in the future and look  #" i
forward to having her visit again. - OPGM Dgl{g '9 MQY f z5 J““e

® 5ospel concert, — 28 May

It's official. Eleven Nexus drummers succeeded in- Naxee T

setting a new world record for ‘Longest Marathon b i ‘4;% Pugf 4
Drumming by a Team' with an astonishing 66 hours ’ COVehﬁr rf
of drumming at last year's Ragweek { Cls 14 /
event. The framed certificate is t:or 3

| 4
proudly displayed in the Drum Room £ | € 2 e 7z zoo
on the Nexus premises. . o
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